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such regulations shall be made in ac-
cordance with the principles developed
for the application of the National Se-
curity Exclusion;

2. the managed access provisions of Arti-
cles 7 and 1.c of the U.S.-IAEA Addi-
tional Protocol shall be implemented
in accordance with the appropriate and
necessary interagency guidance and
regulation regarding such access; and

3. the necessary security and counter-
intelligence training and preparation
will have been completed for any de-
clared locations of direct national secu-
rity significance.

In accordance with the second condition
of the March 31, 2004, Senate resolution
of advice and consent to ratification of the
U.S.-IAEA Additional Protocol, I hereby
certify that the necessary site vulnerability
assessments regarding activities, locations,
and information of direct national security

significance to the United States will be
completed not later than 180 days after the
deposit of the United States instrument of
ratification for the initial United States dec-
laration to the International Atomic Energy
Agency under the U.S.-IAEA Additional
Protocol.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ike Skel-
ton, chairman, and Duncan Hunter, ranking
member, House Committee on Armed Serv-
ices; Howard L. Berman, chairman, and
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, ranking member,
House Committee on Foreign Affairs; Carl
Levin, chairman, and John McCain, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices; and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and
Richard G. Lugar, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations.

Message on the Observance of New Year’s Day, 2009
December 31, 2008

New Year’s Day is an opportunity to re-
member the events of the past and look
forward with hope to the year ahead.

This New Year is an exciting time for
our country, as the peaceful transfer of
power is one of the hallmarks of a true
democracy. We are preparing to welcome
a new President into office, and we cele-
brate in a spirit of unity: one Nation, under
God, with liberty and justice for all.

As my time in office comes to a close,
I thank the American people for trusting
me with the honor of serving our great
country. It has been a tremendous privi-
lege, and together we have accomplished
a great deal. Among other things, we have
advanced the cause of human freedom; we
have strengthened our military and our Na-
tion’s security; we have empowered parents

to demand educational excellence for their
children; and we have revolutionized the
fight against poverty, corruption, and the
scourge of disease around the world.

Earlier this year, I promised that I would
sprint to the finish of my time as President.
We are working hard to keep that promise.
Despite the challenges we face, nothing en-
courages me more than the character of
the American people, whose acts of courage
and service sustain our free society and
make this the greatest country on Earth.

Laura and I send our best wishes for
a happy New Year. May God bless you,
and may God continue to bless America.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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The President’s Radio Address
January 2, 2009

Good morning. Over the past week, I
have been monitoring the situation in the
Middle East closely with the members of
my national security team. Secretary Rice
is actively engaged in diplomacy, and I’ve
been in contact with leaders throughout the
region, including the King of Saudi Arabia,
the King of Jordan, the President of Egypt,
the President and Prime Minister of the
Palestinian Territories, and the Prime Min-
ister of Israel.

This recent outburst of violence was in-
stigated by Hamas, a Palestinian terrorist
group supported by Iran and Syria that calls
for Israel’s destruction. Eighteen months
ago, Hamas took over the Gaza Strip in
a coup, and since then has imported thou-
sands of guns and rockets and mortars.
Egypt brokered a cease-fire between
Hamas and Israel, but Hamas routinely vio-
lated that cease-fire by launching rockets
into Israel. On December 19, Hamas an-
nounced an end to the cease-fire and soon
unleashed a barrage of rockets and mortars
that deliberately targeted innocent Israelis,
an act of terror that is opposed by the
legitimate leader of the Palestinian people,
President Abbas.

In response to these attacks on their peo-
ple, the leaders of Israel have launched
military operations on Hamas positions in
Gaza. As a part of their strategy, Hamas
terrorists often hide within the civilian pop-
ulation, which puts innocent Palestinians at
risk. Regrettably, Palestinian civilians have
been killed in recent days.

The United States is deeply concerned
about the humanitarian situation facing the
Palestinian people. Since Hamas’s violent
takeover in the summer of 2007, living con-
ditions have worsened for Palestinians in
Gaza. By spending its resources on rocket
launchers instead of roads and schools,
Hamas has demonstrated that it has no in-
tention of serving the Palestinian people.

America has helped by providing tens of
millions of dollars in humanitarian aid, and
this week we contributed an additional $85
million through the United Nations. We
have consistently called on all in the region
to ensure that assistance reaches those in
need. And as I told President Mubarak,
America appreciates the role Egypt has
played in facilitating the delivery of relief
supplies in recent days.

In addition to reducing humanitarian suf-
fering, all nations must work toward a last-
ing end to the violence in the Holy Land
and a return to the path of peace. The
United States is leading diplomatic efforts
to achieve a meaningful cease-fire that is
fully respected. Another one-way cease-fire
that leads to rocket attacks on Israel is not
acceptable. And promises from Hamas will
not suffice; there must be monitoring
mechanisms in place to help ensure that
smuggling of weapons to terrorist groups
in Gaza comes to an end. I urge all parties
to pressure Hamas to turn away from terror
and to support legitimate Palestinian lead-
ers working for peace.

In the days ahead, the United States will
stay closely engaged with our partners in
the region, in Europe, and in the inter-
national community. My administration will
continue to keep the President-elect and
his team informed. And America’s objec-
tives in the Middle East will remain clear:
We seek security and peace for our allies,
the free people of Israel. For the Pales-
tinian people, we seek a peaceful and
democratic Palestinian state that serves its
citizens and respects its neighbors. For all
in the region, we seek an end to terror.
And we seek an enduring peace based on
justice, dignity, and human rights for every
person in every nation of the Middle East.

Thank you for listening.
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